
At William Jordan’s death, eight of his ten children each inherited one-tenth of his land in Tippecanoe County, Indiana.  
The other two-tenths went to the children of his two deceased daughters, Elizabeth Jordan Courtney and Jane 
Jordan Erwin.  In order to sell that land, the guardians of the minor children had to receive permission to act on their 
behalf.  Here, James Jordan, eldest son of William, identifies himself as the guardian for Elizabeth Courtney’s children 
and petitions the Tippecanoe County Probate Court to allow him to sell their part of the inherited land.

Living minor children are identified as 
Mahala, Orin, Harrison and Henry Courtney.

The children’s 
father, Andrew 
Courtney, and 
another minor 
child, Minerva 
Courtney, are 
both now 
deceased.  
This entry also 
confirms they 
are William 
Jordan’s 
grandchildren 
and that his 
death 
occurred in 
late 1845.



On May 21, 1847, Thomas Carr and Jonathan Kellogg report to the court that the land iin 
question is valued at $160, that is to say $40 for each child.



James Jordan provides a $320 bond in order to execute the sale on behalf of the minor 
children.  Francis Erwin (his brother-in-law) agrees to provide security for the bond.



 

On November 18, 1847, James Jordan reports to the court that he has sold the land to 
Zepheniah Hendley for $160—$40 to each heir.



Having fulfilled his obligation to the court by selling the land for not less than its appraised value, James 
Jordan is released from his $320 bond.
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